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Editor's Note: Originally spawned by US foreign policy efforts to topple Cuba's Fidel Castro,
many of the Cuban veterans of the Bay of Pigs turned against U.S. objectives in the mid-1970s,
and established their own alliances with foreign powers and groups overtly supporting fascism,
anti-Semitism and terrorism. Despite such links, these same Cubans were tapped to work in the
Reagan administration's contra resupply operation. Pacific News Service editor Peter Dale Scott,
a former Canadian diplomat and veteran researcher of US covert politics, is author of "The War
Conspiracy" and "The Assassinations." [The Latin America Data Base has permission to reproduce
this six-part series from PNS.] By Peter Dale Scott Behind the American "secret team" of covert
operatives spotlighted by the contra scandal is a second shadowy team of ex-CIA Cuban exiles. But
these Cubans have been part of an even more shadowy international network of ultra-rightists and
neo- fascists for whom terrorism sometimes even directed against the United States has long been a
standard mode of operation. In the mid-1970s, for example, when Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
was reportedly seeking to normalize relations with Cuba, Miami police picked up word that a key
leader in this network Orlando Bosch was planning his bombing assassination. Bosch, who was
briefly jailed in Costa Rica during a Kissinger visit, has been a long-time ally of fellow Cuban exile
and contra supply operative Luis Posada. Nor was Bosch alone in his efforts to thwart US foreign
policy goals. Many members of the Bay of Pigs' Cuban veterans organization known as Brigade
2506 responded to Kissinger's detente with violence in Miami and overtures to fascists and neofascists in Europe and Latin America. The most prominent of the Brigade's new alliances was with
Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet, who at its April 1975 anniversary conference was awarded the
Brigade's first Freedom Award. Speakers at the meeting denounced the United States for betraying
their cause. Soon afterwards, Brigade 2506 President Roberto Carballo joined leaders of four other
avowedly terrorist organizations including Orlando Bosch of Accion Cubana in creating a new
terrorist alliance called CORU, the Congress of United Revolutionary Organizations. Its purpose
was to build political support for overthrowing Castro by performing hit jobs with and for rightwing governments, especially that of Pinochet in Chile and Somoza in Nicaragua. That CORU
alliance was an historic step towards the contra alliance with Cuban exiles today evidenced by the
presence of CORU founding member Luis Posada at the Ilopango air base in El Salvador. The key
organizer of the CORU meeting, however, was Cuban National Liberation Front chief Frank Castro,
who has been named in connection with alleged arms-for-drugs deals through Ilopango in support
of the contras. CORU was also actively supported by Alpha 66, made up of Cuban exile members
of the World Anti-Communist League. Alpha 66 was particularly close to WACL's Guatemalan
contingent, led by Mario Sandoval Alarcon, later an initial backer of the contras. In July 1976, Alpha
66 paid public homage to Mexican WACL leader Jorge Prieto Laurens, member of a secret neofascist society, the Tecos, known for its anti-Semitism. In September, 1976, after CORU published
"war communiques" promising attacks on civil airliners, Brigade 2506 confirmed its allegiance
to CORU at a conference featuring Somoza as its keynote speaker. Further underscoring their
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 076987
ISSN: 1089-1560

willingness to break with US foreign policy constraints, CORU delegates then attended a meeting
in Rome to charter a new Fascist International. And European neo-fascists began attending the
Latin American meetings of WACL, where they were introduced by representatives from Chile
and Argentina. More importantly, CORU Cubans and European neo-fascists put together a series
of joint terrorist actions and conspiracies designed to undermine US foreign policy. In January,
1977, for example, at a time when the United States was supporting Spain's first democratic election
after the death of Franco, a CORU Cuban (Julio Carlos Perez) was arrested with the leader of a
Spanish underground movement (Guerrillas of Christ the King) for committing murders aimed at
disrupting the elections. Prominent in shaping this "strategy of tension" was the Aginter-Press, a
group of former French intelligence officers once banished to Portugal for plotting to overthrow
French President Charles de Gaulle. One of these, Ralph Guerin-Serac, was also at the center of
a plot to restore dictatorship to Portugal, where after the death of the dictator Salazar official US
policy was to support democratic elections. Among those plotting the Portugal coup attempt were
some 100 anti-Castro Cubans. For the next five years, Cuban exiles and other member of the Fascist
International would meet at the annual conference of WACL's Latin American chapter. WACL
at this time was supported by four governments Taiwan and South Korea, its founders, joined by
Saudi Arabia and the Philippines. Three of these adamantly opposed US detente policies. Three
of WACL's European Chapters in Germany, Austria and Holland were headed by former Nazi SS
officers. What is perhaps surprising is that the Reagan administration, in its eagerness to overthrow
the Sandinistas in Nicaragua, should have reached into a network of American and Cuban covert
operatives with links to organizations with such blatant anti-Semitic, fascist and terrorist agendas.
[Part 6 of the series also appears in this issue of CAU. Parts 1 and 2 were published in the 02/27/87
issue; parts 3 and 4 in the 03/04/87 issue.]
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